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much sympathy ; but with the theological specula-
tions, which resulted from it, they had none. A year
after the publication of More's immortal work, Martin
Luther entered his famous protest against the abuses
of the Roman court, and began the Reformation on
the Continent Favoured by several of the princes of
the Empire, and protected by the Elector of Saxony,
the great reformer grew more and more independent ;
passing from an attack upon the vices, to an assault
upon the doctrines, of the Church. Having burned
the papal bull which condemned him as a heretic,
he defied the assembled dignitaries of the Empire at
the diet of Worms, and thenceforward his doctrines
spread with enormous rapidity, while from his retreat
at Wartburg he poured forth his tracts and directed
the course of the movement which he had begun.
Such a complete revolution, which seemed destined
to destroy the whole fabric of the existing Church,
naturally aroused much attention in England. The
doctrines of Wy cliff, which had been almost forgotten,
had already been revived, and a carefully organised
society, "The Association of Christian Brothers,"
spread them among the people. Ever since the
accession of Henry VIII., prosecutions for heresy
had been frequent, and Colet himself had narrowly
escaped condemnation; while the abuses of the
ecclesiastical courts had been fearlessly exposed, not
without some signs of royal approval. And now the
doctrines of Luther began to take hold upon the
people ; and as they were bolder and clearer the
movement became more formidable. But it was
regarded with alarmed disapproval by the governing